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School of Graduate Studies (SGS)

Another busy and productive year in the School of Graduat¢hesis projects for a general audience in just 180 seconds,
Studies! We welcomed new or continuing appointments for using only a single slide of visual aids! The Regional event
Dr. Heather Sears and Dr. Mary McKenna as Assistant Deauill be held April 20th with planning in the SGS spearheaded
for Arts and for Interdisciplinary Studies, respectively, and by Dr. Sears and our Student Services Officer, Kyle
for Dr. Lilly Both as Associate Dean on the Saint John cam-Hampsey. The event will involve participants from Universi-
pus. Many thanks to each of them for their enthusiastic supties in Quebec and the four Atlantic Provinces, with the win-
port of our graduate students and faculty! ner competing later for the honor of Canadian National 3MT
winner. In anticipation of this event, the SGS has been busy
Graduate enrolments held steady this year (see data on folsponsoring workshops for UNB students on presentation
lowing pages for details), a very encouraging sign in these skill development, leveraging the expertise of our own facul-
increasingly competitive and financially challenging times, ty recognized nationally for their exceptional teaching and
and a clear testament t o UNNMBtongskilsanoludingr.iDavid Creaiman, Rrefesgprod d u at e
sector. It was also a rewarding year for many of our gradu- English at UNBSJ, who gave an inspired presentation recent-
ate students who were recognized with prestigious awards ly to graduate students on both campuses! Many thanks, Dr.
and fellowships. Space prohibits a full listing of awardees, Creelman!!
but please see subsequent sections of this report for addi-
tional details on some of those who enjoyed tremendous
successes!

Our graduate students were also newsmakers this year,
among t hem, Lisa Pfister, a
Master of Technology Management and Entrepreneurship
program. Lisa was featured in a recen€BC reporfor her
innovative work aimed at predicting with much greater accu-
racy when domestic stock, such as horses, will give birth; an
innovation with important applications both for domestic
livestock management and for wildlife conservation pro-
grams.
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On the immediate horizon, the SGS is gearing up to host, for  pr, mary McKenna, Assistant

the very first time, the Eastern Regional Thrédinute-Thesis Dean for Interdisciplinary
competition, popularly known as the 3MT. This is a show- Studies Dr. Heather Sears
case event, challenging graduate students to articulate their Assistant Dean for Arts
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Graduate Enrolment

Overall graduate enrolment dropped slightly this year compared to last year. Masters students enrolled totalled 1129, down
from 1151 the previous year. Doctoral student numbers increased from 428 in 2015 to 440 in 2015-16. Masters-
Research slightly increased from 526 to 533.Increased recruitment activities and additional funding opportunities such as
the NBIF (New Brunswick Innovation Foundation) tap scholarshipsare expected to improve enrolments going forward.
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Postdoctoral Fellows

There were 137 Postdoctoral Fellows at the university in F204% compared to 146 in F201415. To view the history of the
Postdoctoral Fellows, please visit the refreshe@ostdoctoral Progranwebsite.

The below diagram shows the number of pedbcs across all faculties, with highest numbers in Engineering and Science.
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*IBME# Institute of Biomedical Engineering

In Fiscal 201516, 95 out of the 137 Postdocs came from the following six source of funds.

Source of Funds / Agency (F15/16)

5 B

F15/16
m NSERC* m ACOA AIF* W International Fellowships ® MITACS CRC* m SSHRC*

*NSERGiNatural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada
*ACOAi Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency

*CR@Canadian Research Chair

*SSHRQ@i Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council
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Research Expenditures

The majority of the research funding received by UNB goes back into the New Brunswick economy through saldné£2015-
16, $22 million (59%) was spent on Postloc, Graduate student and nosstudent salaries.

RESEARCH EXPENDITURES UNB 2015-2016

o,
Professional Fees, Other, 14%

7%

Travel, 8%

Equipment, 11% Salary, 59%

Materials &
Supplies, 1%

The $22M (59%) salary portion of the Research Expenditures pie chart (above) is broken down as per the following diagram:

Salary Breakdown
F15-16 Research Expenditures
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*Note: Preliminary Numbers from Datatel System
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Grad Student Success Stories

New research to help in response to natural disaster relief
While studying this discipline in Iran, Shabnam Jabari (PhD) began
research efforts after a major earthquake struck the city of Bam. As wq
as causing massive destruction, the quake killing vast numbers of pe
ple. Many died in the quake, and many afterward while waiting for aid
reach them.

Using aerial and satellite imagery, she wondered if a better system co
be developed to determine quickly the extent and location of damage
order to help firstresponders know where the need is greatest, and ho
to get there. The same technology could be used to help in subsequs
rebuilding.

The full article can be found online aRadio Canada International E';té"fggsmbnam Jabari, Postdoctoral Fellow at the

Akua Carberryds journey
Akua Carberry, Masters student in the Environmental Management (MEM) program, reflects on her journey to becoming a
graduate student at UNB.

OMy name is Akua Carberry and | am an international stude

agement (MEM) program. Mjourney was one of determination and sacrifices, off course not without exaltation too! After
completing my undergraduate degree at the University of Guyana in Environmental Studies the next step was undertaking
graduate studies. But, life circumstances intervenedt took me 8 years to start my graduate degree, and now | am here at
UNB of all others. Prior to coming to UNB | had 3 formal jobs, numerous part time jobs (in various capacities), and complet-
ed a number of online certificate courses. This occupation of my mind and time kept the fire alive in me to still believe tha
can make myself proud whilst living up to the expectations of my family and friends, who shared in my resolve and commit-
ment to being a young women rising out of the challenges of growing up in a depressed community. The story | tell may not
differ for any other minority female, but needs to be told as motivation to others. Reading similar stories in my own journey
helped to reinforce the reality and jubilation that comes out of hard work and sacrifice.

After applying to numerous graduate programs, funding has always been a particular challenge. In fact, | was not successful
over the years acquiring any type of funding to pursue graduate education. However, as destiny would have it, after suc-
cessfully completing an online Occupational Health & Safety course at UNB, which was a virtual scholarship offered through
the CanadianrCARICOM Partnership Programme, | made the decision to explore graduate programs of interest. Perfectly, |
encountered the Faculty of Forestry and Environmental Management that offered the unique course of my choice.

After completing all formal processes | was accepted to read for the MEM at UNB. From September 1, 2016 my first day at
orientation, | set out on exploring funding opportunities to build my knowledge and understand the processes. Encountering
very encouraging responses from faculty members (staff and professors
and classmates along with the International Students Association Office. M
interest in the workstudy program provided further guidance and | was in
vited to speak with the GSA office. As it would happen, | was nhominated f
the QEScholarship for incoming students. Probably my charm (smile), acd
demic merit, socieeconomic and cultural background, and geographical
origin played an important role. But surely, the opportunity presented by th
School in understanding the situation of students, details of the internation
al opportunities in FOREM session | attended, and of course not forgetti
my interactions with all at UNB, contributed to me acquiring the QE
Scholarship. This has been a very humbling experience that allowed for r E
duced financial stress at a time of cultural and climatic adjustments. MostfE S =
importantly, the QEScholarship has allowed my educational journey to conf % \g
tinue. o =

Pictured: Van Lantz (L), andkua Carberry at the
0Becoming a UNB Fredericton student was one of my best decisions to datdkua 2016 FOREM Annual Awards Ceremony.
Carberry (MEM Student Representative)
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Grad Student Success Stories

Derek Mikola/Economics help desk

Derek Mikolaisaonegy ear Masterds student in the
of Arts. In his first semester, he earned an almost perfect GPA of 4.2. In addition to
academic work, Derek runs th&conomics Help Desln Singer Hall for undergraduate
students, and student feedback on the usefulness of the help that Derek gives in thes
sessions is excellent.

f Econ

Ryan Meng/Improving wind energy conversion systems
Ryan Mengds, M SC candidat e, Depart
Engineering,area of research is the development and performance evalu-
ation of a digital modular protection for interconnected wind energy con-
version systems that have battery storage units. The digital protection is
based on managing multiple digital protective relays to achieve an opti-
mal response to any fault in the protected system. The employed digital
relays are featured with advanced signal processing techniques for accu-
rate, fast and reliable responses.
expected to help improve the overall functionality and economic aspects
of wind energy conversion systems. Ryan has-aothored 8 IEEE transac-

: tion papers, 12 IEEE peereviewed conference papers, received the Em-
Pictured: Ryan Meng working on the next genera- era Graduate Scholarship, and his team finishedstlplace in the 2016
tion of multiple digital protection. IEEE IAS Myron Zucker Undergraduate Student Design.

Improving the training of pattern recognition based
myoelectric control

Kadie Wright, Department of Electrical and Computer Eng
neering presented her paper
M.Sc.E. work was focused upon improving training intelligen
prostheses by eliminating the need to be tethered to a compu;
ting device. The sponsor of the award was Coapt Engineerin
Founded by UNB Alumni Blair Lock and Levi Hargrove.
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Pictured: Kadie Wright featured or
the front page of thelBME brochure

INSTITUTE OF BIOMEDICAL
ENGINEERING

English PhD student wins Canada Graduate Scholarship

Bethany Daigle, a secongiear PhD student in the Department of English, received the prestigious
$35,000/year Canada Graduate Scholarship from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council (SSHRC) for the final three years of her program, 201%. Daigle's research, supervised

by Professor John C. Ball, will consider the potential for postsecularism to serve as a practical ex-
tension of postcolonial theory in interpreting pod®artition novels by South Asian diasporic au-
thor s. Her article 06Ilt is the Grass thaThe Suf
Book of Secrets 6 was publ i SooteAsian Review0 16 i n

Pictured: Bethany Daigle
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Recent PhD graduate receives prestigious fellowship from EU
Dr. Jeff Clements, who graduated with his PhD in Biology from UNB Sai
John in October 2016, has r ec eCuuree
Individual Fellowship from the European Union (EU) to conduct postdoctor{f
research in Europe. T tbest, rhostprdmisings itdi-

vidual researchersf r om anywhere in the wor [[\f= | or e
\ resea

$275,000. The fellowship will supp s
of ocean acidification and warming on the social behaviour of marine ani; %
mals.

The full article can be found online atUNB Newsroom

Pictured:; Dr. Jeff Clements, UNB Alumnus, holdir 8
a seastar whose scientific name is Asterias rubens

Dr. Koral LaVorgna, Alumna

In June 2016 Dr. Koral LaVorgna completed her doctoral degree from UNB with an innovative dissertation entitled

"Lessons in MidNineteenth Century New Brunswick Teacher Careerism,” which draws upon extensive primary source re-
search to reconsider a crucial transitional period in the history of education and revise the conventional wisdom on the

timing and content of professionalization. The external examiner, Dr. Jean Barman of the University of British Columbia,
one of Canada's leading historians of education, praised it as a "mature and persuasively argued dissertation.”

Cecile Proctor, MA candidate, Psychology
Cecile Proctor is a MA (Psychology, Saint John) student who is actively involved
several initiatives related to Traumatic Brain Injury. In 2014, she was named th
Volunteer of the Year foBrain Injury Canadaand she is the cachair of the Na-
tional Brain Injury Canada conference that will be hosted in Saint John, NB i
April 2017. In addition to her volunteer work, Cecile has an active research pro
gram centered on the psychological effect of traumatic brain injury on survivor
and their caregivers. She has presented her research at regional, national, an
international conferences.

Pictured: Cecile Proctor presenting at the
2014 Brain Injury Canada annual conferenc®

Creative Writing alumna praised for first novel

Emily Ruskovich, who completed her MA in English and Creative Writing at UNB in
2009, has been receiving rave reviews internationally for the publication in January
2017 of her first novel, Idaho, by Random HouseThe New York Timeg al | s i
wrenching and bedheGuafdendl ebobokbéswhtl|l as a

found debut novel 6 that creates oO0a worl d
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cable murder from several charactersd pers

ner who currently teaches creative writing at the University of Colorado Denver, will
join the faculty at Boise State University this Fall.

Pictured: Emily Ruskovich , UNB Alumna

Grad Student Success Pager


http://blogs.unb.ca/newsroom/2017/03/03/unb-alumnus-awarded-prestigious-marie-curie-fellowship-from-european-union/
http://braininjurycanada.ca/
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/home/search/?keywords=Emily%20Ruskovich

