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International law requires that maritime delimitations be determined by the application of
equitable principles, taking into account all of the relevant circumstances, in order to
produce an equitable result. The ultimate goal, to which all other considerations are

subordinate, is to achieve an equitable result in the circumstances of the case.

In the circumstances of this case, the evidence reveals that Nova Scotia and
Newfoundland and Labrador agreed on the location of the line that should divide their
respective rights in the offshore. They applied the same line in their practice, issuing
permits along the line for many years. Nova Scotia still applies the line, which has since

been enacted in both federal and provincial legislation.

The boundary arising from the parties’ conduct in this case comprises the most accurate
possible expression of what the two provinces’ themselves considered to be an equitable
delimitation. Moreover, by any reasonable test, the line agreed and applied by them
proves to effect an equitable division of the areas, entitlements and resources that are at

1ssue.

Having regard to all of the relevant circumstances, that line is the line that the Tribunal
should now apply, in order to arrive at the ultimate objective of this delimitation : an

equitable solution in the circumstances.



