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HONOURABLE FRANK D. MOORES PREMIER:

Mr. Speaker, I would like to make a statement to the
members of the House regarding the meetings in
Halifax over the weekend of the five Eastern Provinces
with the four Atlantic Premiers and the Vice-Premier
of Quebec.

The result of those meetings was a seven-point
agreement outlining the areas of co-operation between
the provinces. In arriving at the seven points, a
number of topics related to offshore resources were
discussed including ownership, financial arrangements
and development.

The seven points are:



1 The proposal concerning offshore mineral resources
made by the Government of Canada on November
29, 1968, and as announced in the House of
Commons on December 2, 1968, is not acceptable to
the five Eastern Provinces.

2 The Governments of the five Eastern Provinces have
agreed to the delineation and description of the
offshore boundaries between each of these five
Provinces.

3 The five Eastern Provinces assert ownership of the
mineral resources in the seabed off the Atlantic Coast
and in the Gulf of St. Lawrence in accordance with
the agreed boundaries.



4 The five Eastern Provinces as a united group will seek
discussions with the Government of Canada
concerning arrangements related to the development
of the offshore resources in those areas.

5 The five Eastern Provinces are prepared to discuss
with the Federal Government the delegation of certain
aspects of the administration of the mineral resources
in the seabed off the Atlantic Coast and the Gulf of St.
Lawrence.

6 The Premiers agreed that the concept of a Regional
Administrative Authority was worthy of further study
by the Provinces concerned.

7 The matter of financial arrangements in the offshore
area will be a subject of further study and we have
arranged for ongoing consultations.



Offshore Rel:ion
The outer limits of the offshore areas

within which this agreement applies are as
follows, provided that if there is a dispute as
to these boundaries with any neighbouring
jurisdiction, the federal government Dlay
redraw the boundaries after consultation with
all parties concerned:



(Continental
margin)

(Single
Maritime
Boundary)

From this point, the boundary
runs westerly along the outer edge of the
continental margin to the Single
Maritime Boundary between Canada
and the United States;

From this point, the boundary
runs westerly along the Single Maritime
Boundary to the point where it intersects
the boundary drawn in the Bay of
Fundy;



"The notes garnered froDl the Atlantic
PreDliers Conference state that the purpose
for delineating the boundaries related
expressly to the ownership of minerals in
the submarine areas or lands within the
Province and in their common terrestrial
border zones".



3. The Parliament of Canada may from time to
time, with the consent of the Legislature of any
Province of the said Dominion, increase, diminish,
or otherwise alter the limits of such Province,
upon terms and conditions as may be agreed to by
the said Legislature, and may, with the like
consent, make provision respecting the effect and
operation of any such increase or diminution or
alteration of territory in relation to any Province
affected thereby.



2. Islands lying between Provinces and
belonging to one or another Province are
considered as if they were peninsulas.

3. Mineral rights boundaries are so
drawn as to join median points between
prominent landmarks selected so far as possible
along parallel shores.



Map Produced by JMRC in 1969 With Defined Turning
Points Which Was Before the Premiers in 1972

(a) Boundaries Committee

... "He produced to the meeting a map ;~,'"

showing drawn thereon the boundaries I. :.°.

as determined by his committee..."
N&LAnnex of Documents, Volume 1, Tab 31
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Metes &Bounds CardinalDirections Not Precise (Due Northeast = 45°)

4>

'C'J

"

Oral Presentation Figure 49

Northeasterly to the
Newfoundland - Quebec
border at the midpoint
between Cape Anguille
and East Point.
Azimuth = 35°

Northeasterly to the
midpoint between St.
Paul Island and East
Point.
Azimuth = 58°

Northeasterly to the
midpoint between Cape
St. Lawrence and East
Point.
Azimuth = 37°

Northeasterly to the
midpoint between south-
east corner of Amherst
Island and White Capes.
Azimuth = 11°

Tab16;N&LDoe15



Metes &Bounds CardinalDirections Not Precise (Due Southwest = 225°)
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Southwesterly to the
midpoint between Port-
St.-Servan and Point
Riche.
Azimuth = 2430

Southwesterly to the
midpoint between
Mecatina Island and
Table Point.
Azimuth = 2140

Southwesterly to the
midpoint between St.
Mary Island and Cape St.
Gregory.
Azimuth = 2130

Southwesterly to the
midpoint between Heath
Point and Cape St.
George.
Azimuth = 2230

Tab16;N&LDoe 15



(I) From this mutual corner the boundary with
Newfoundland runs southeasterly to the
midpoint between St. Paul Island (Nova Scotia)
and Cape Ray (Newfoundland); thence to a
point midway between Flint Island (Nova
Scotia) and Grand Bruit (Newfoundland);
thence southeasterly to International waters."

(VI) From the above common point,
southeasterly to the midpoint between St. Paul
Island and Cape Ray; thence southeasterly to
the midpoint between Flint Island and Grand
Bruit; thence S.E. to International waters".



... In this respect, a plan was prepared by the
Nova Scotia Department of Mines, setting forth
graphically and by metes and bounds suggested
boundary lines covering the Bay of Fundy,
Northumberland Strait, the Gulf of St.
Lawrence, including the Bay of Chaleur and
the Strait of Belle Isle and Cabot Strait. These
suggested boundaries have had the tentative
approval of New Brunswick, Prince Edward
Island, Newfoundland, and Nova Scotia and, it
is understood, are also acceptable to Quebec.



7. - Q. Why are there places where the
interprovincial lines of dentarcation
are absent?

The lines as originally drawn by the
five East Coast Provinces do not
extend far enough in two places to
fulfill the revenue-sharing purpose for
which they will be used under this new
federal-provincial arrangentent: off
the ntouth of the Bay of Fundy; and
southeasterly front Cabot Strait.


